Education Committee Minutes

Meeting May 3, 2010

· Children’s Choir will sing in church and collect Hoppie’s Coins for Kids on May 16th and June 13th.

· There will be no Sunday School on May 9th (Mother’s Day).  We will have Jr. Church, Children’s Choir rehearsal, and nursery care that morning.

· The B-1/Box City is planned for May 14th - May 15th.  We will be celebrating the youths’ accomplishment together on Saturday the 15th with communion at 12:30 pm and an all church picnic to follow.  Mary has put a sign-up sheet for the picnic and we need to encourage everyone to sign up.  Richelle has enough adults to assist during the event including overnight but we need people to attend.

· There will be a chicken bbq on Saturday, May 22nd.  The money will be spent on refurnishing the basement but the youth need to help in order to get the money.  We are encouraging everyone to help and bring their kids; those in fourth or fifth grade will benefit from the basement refurnishing and therefore are welcome to help out.

· Anna has ended her tenure as youth ministries coordinator and youth group leader as of May 3rd.  We thank Anna for her dedication and leadership.  Richelle will be leading the B-1/Box City event and activities for Sunday School and youth group for the rest of the year are yet to be determined.  Patty Pierleoni will be taking over in the fall with a different structure to youth group.  They will meet the first Sunday of every month from noon to 2:00 and have fun and mission oriented activities each month to be named later.

· Deb Janish is starting a new book study for women meeting Thursday evenings at 6:30.  Those wishing to come must let her know in advance so she can order enough books for all participants.

· Family Fun Days will be mini-golf and ice cream at Reese’s on May 16th and Seabreeze is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, June 19th.  Mary will call Seabreeze this week to schedule that event.

· The Sunday School division for 2010-2011 will be as follows:  Pre-school Mary Howard and Mellissa Quick, K-2 Denise Fedigan and Jessica McNabb, 3-5 Nicole Procino and Linda English, and 6-8 Jeanette Wager and Casey Roof.  Mary is working on two more Sunday school teachers for the 9-12 grade class.

· VBS volunteers met before the Education Committee meeting.  Most were in attendance and some logistics were ironed out.  Mary will mail invitations to area churches this week.   We will hold pre-registration at church on June 6th, 13th and 20th and all registrations must be in by noon on Sunday, June 21st.  Our mission project for the week will be collecting food to support the Cayuga County Community Action Agencies’ summer lunch program.  Linda English will handle contacting the agency and finding out what food items would help them out the most.  VBS volunteers will meet again on Monday, June 7th at 6:30 pm.  Mary will notify square dancers, karate, and Gamblers Anonymous that they may need to cancel their activities during that week.

· Last day of Sunday School for the year is June 6th.

· Teacher Recognition Sunday will be June 13th.  Rather than purchasing a gift for the teachers a donation of $100 from the Education Committee fundraising account will be donated in the teachers’ names to the tutoring program at the Brown Memorial United Methodist Church in Syracuse.  Richelle and other church members are working on a surprise for the teachers after the worship service as well.

· Graduation Sunday will be June 20th.  We will get journals for the graduated again this year.  We know of 5 high school graduates: Nick Fresco, Callie Trutschel, Lauren Trutschel, Laura Parisi, and Dawson Cogar.  Mary will ask the congregation for names we may have missed or individuals graduation from something other than high school.  Mary will also check with Coylynn Cator for college students who may be graduating this year.  

· Mary presented a rough draft of the 2010-2011 Christian Education Schedule based on the new school year calendar published by the Auburn School District.  

· Mary notified the committee of a workshop at Casowasco on Saturday May, 22nd for Children’s Ministry.  Mary will try to go and bring back information to share with the group.

· Mary shared with the committee the work the enhanced Administrative Board has been doing with Rev. Jeff Hodge the last few months.  We did some brainstorming about topics the congregation may be interested in as possible adult Sunday School classes or evening studies to reach people who are not currently in a discipleship program.  We also brainstormed about the possibility of changing the structure of the Christian Education Committee or recommending a new staff person be hired to oversee the discipleship ministries of the church.  We further discussed ways for increase the opportunities for contact and cooperation between the various generations of our church family.  Mary will take some of our ideas in the form of recommendations to the next meeting with Jeff Hodge on Tuesday, May 25th.  If anyone on the Education Committee has additional ideas for improvement or change before that date please e-mail or call Mary to contribute them.

· Linda English brought up two concerns.  One was the kids coming back down for communion and that being rushed and interrupting the flow of the morning.  It was decided that the issue would be discussed more over the summer and if changes were to be made they would start in the fall.  The second was the apparent theft of snack items from the craft room that were reserved for Jr. Church.  We will either need to find a new place for those items or find a way to secure them.

· Our next Education Committee meeting will be Monday, June 7th at 7:00 (following the VBS volunteer meeting at 6:30).

