Education Committee Minutes

Meeting on Monday, January 4, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.

There have been a couple of Sundays where over-crowding in the nursery have become a concern.  Missy and Mary worked out criteria for the need for additional help.  If there are 4 or more children who can not walk yet or a total of 16 or more children Missy will ask one of the trained parents to stay and keep track of who has stayed so as not to use the same parents all the time.  

We are remaining mindful of the changes to the nursery being planned by Montessori and the Trustees.  When the construction of these changes begin we will move the nursery into the pre-school Sunday school room across the hall.

Children’s Choir sings and collects Hoppie’s Coins for Kids on Sunday, January 31st.

We are asking the Sunday school teachers to take the lead on keeping their rooms clean while Dave is on disability.  There will be a part-time temporary custodian during his absence, but if we could all pitch in everyone would benefit.

Youth will have a regular meeting on Sunday, January 10th.  January 17th they will help out with the All Church Talent Share but not have a regular meeting.  January 23rd -24th they will attending a sleep-over at Weedsport UMC with no regular meeting on January 25th.  There will be a regular meeting on January 31st.  February 7th Mellissa Quick and Evie Suarez will lead the meeting in Anna’s absence.  February 14th will be an evening of sledding.  

After the annual summer trip Anna Wager will be stepping down as the head of the Youth program.  Anna sighted health problems as the reason for her scaling back her involvement.  She will continue to sub when needed and will remain involved with the Youth Ministry Team, but she will not be attending weekly Youth Group or teaching weekly Sunday School classes.

The next Youth Ministry Team meeting in Tuesday, January 19th at 6:00 p.m.  All youth, parents, and other interested congregation members are invited to attend.

We are only 600 items away from our goal of 2010 items in the annual food drive.  Souper Bowl Sunday is February 7th.

The Trustees will be having a pancake breakfast on Sunday, January 24th to raise money for a changing table to be installed in the women’s bathroom near the lounge.  Depending on the cost, spacing stipulations, and the ease of installation, a second changing table in the men’s room is a future possibility.  

The January Family Fun Day of bowling is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, January 31st at 1:00 p.m.  Mary will try to schedule with Starlite for that day and time based on availability and league play.  Everyone is encouraged to bring a bag lunch and eat together in the fellowship hall between Sunday school and bowling.

Vacation Bible School is being planned for Sunday, June 27th - Friday, July 2nd.  VBS will be planned for the evening, but times have not yet been set.  We will be hosting this event and running the activities with our congregation members who have been Safe Sanctuary trained, but will be inviting children from other churches and the community at large.  We will be using the “Baobab Blast” curriculum.  Mary will investigate what materials are available and necessary for the event to be successful.  More information about materials and anticipated cost by the February meeting.  It is our intention to have an open house/registration night on Sunday, June 27th.  Monday through Thursday will be regular bible study/music/games/craft/science?/snack.  Friday will be a short concert and family picnic.  We plan to incorporate a mission project with the VBS week.  There may be a need to ask a registration fee to defray the cost of the materials.  A fee of $5.00 per family was discussed.  There would be three to four classes broken up by age group.  Children would be assigned to the grade they will be entering in the fall.  Pre-school children would have to be two years old by the dates of VBS to participate in the pre-school class.  Teens would be asked to assist with classes rather than have a class of their own.  Interested teens would be assigned to groups as we get closer to the date of VBS.

Next meeting is Monday, February 1st at 7:00 p.m.

