Membership Care May 6, 2010
Chair: Sharon Fehlman 315-253-3322 (sbfehlma@hotmail.com)

Opening Prayer: We thank you Lord for choosing us for this discipleship and bringing these caring people together. We ask for your guidance in carrying out the responsibilities of this committee and to do so to the best of our abilities for our church and in your name…Amen

Responsibilities: What changes should we make here:
1. Plans advertising and special events to invite people to learn more about Jesus and become disciples

2. Plans for ministries that welcome people to the church 

3. Oversees care for members including cards and visits to shut ins

4. Provides for directories and name tags to facilitate getting to know one another

5. Oversees the church web site and newsletter

6. Keep track of attendance
REPORT:
Committee members present: Sharon Fehlman (Chair), Jack Miller, Sharon Worden, Joyce Davies and ‘welcome’ to our new members, Claudene Sanford and Carolyn Crandall. Welcome to Carolyn & Claudene.
Balance in our account: The balance in our account is $170.87 so if you need money inform this committee and then make out the appropriate form designating what it is to be used for (Geri can supply forms & they are on our website). 

Homebound:  In April an updated spreadsheet indicating those who are visiting was sent via snail mail to our visitors. We are fortunate to have seven new visitors who stepped up to fill slots for those who need visits. Thank you to Carolyn Crandall for checking on our shut-ins to keep us up-to-date on any changes. Carolyn will check on Walter Wright to see if he is still in rehab at Cayuga County Nursing home and Joe Smolak to see where he is presently. We have three shut-in slots that need visits and I will email Geri to put this in our bulletin. 

Greeting Cards  Thanks to Sharon Worden for sending the April birthday/anniversary cards and sympathy cards. It was decided that we would continue sending the birthday/anniversary cards. I have get-well cards if anyone needs boxes. Betty Dean gave us some cards and offered some more since she is no longer having the card display sales. The May birthday/anniversary cards were sent to our members. Dot will send the June birthday/anniversary cards. 

Church Website and Newsletter:   Sue is doing an excellent job with our newsletter and publicity. The web site is kept up-to-date and we added the ‘building use forms’ to the info tab at the top of the page. I will upload bldg ‘money request’  form.
Easter Baskets:   Filling of the Easter Baskets went very well and the children helped fill them since they were in the lounge. Pastor Richelle and Geri Jackson received one and thanked us. We also gave small Bibles to our visitors as a thank you and to David and Ray our custodians. They were very appreciative.  

Signs:  Jack informed us that the signs indicating directions to AUMC have not been placed yet; Pastor Richelle is determining exactly how many and where they should be placed. 
Welcoming:  Claudene Sanford volunteered to make sure we have enough ‘Welcome’ packets.  Geri is supposed to be filling these few at a time.  Claudene had suggested to me that a ‘welcome greeter’ stand at the entrance to the sanctuary each Sunday morning. The committee suggested a round counter for the center of the narthex for the purpose of welcoming with newsletters, packets, brochures, sample of prayer shawls with brochures and a welcoming member to man the counter for visitor and/or possible new members. We will look into a ‘cork board’ for name tags.  A Laity Hospitality Award was received and accepted on behalf of all caregivers both past and present. Joyce suggested that we ask for members to pick-up those who do not have a way to get here. Nat Edmunds and others do assist with driving. 
Pastor Dinner:  A big thanks to Richelle for a delicious and enjoyable dinner for our Caregivers at her home (auction winner). 

Ideas:   We discussed a rose to be placed on the alter for our new births. The rose would then be given to the family; we will check with Richelle on this. We will create a pamphlet for our visitors to help with conversation with our shut-ins. It was decided that we will have a ‘thank you’ meal get together with our visitors. The caregiver committee was asked to attend the May 25, 2010 meeting with Rev. Jeff Hodge to introduce any new ideas for ‘moving forward’. A synopsis and forms were handed out regarding the results of our meetings with Jeff up to this point. I informed them that I could not attend the May 25 meeting since I will be away at a conference. 
It was decided that our next meeting will be June 3, 2010

Closing Prayer:  We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to your on going work, Lord, in whatever way we can. Thank you for your guidance and direction in our work, in your name we pray…Amen


  Respectfully Submitted, 


     Sharon B. Fehlman


 Sharon B. Fehlman














